DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
RL) Sf FOR _...#67.. 
FROM _Egypt a ere (.. Jardine... ) DATED __ Febd.19, 1931 | 
TO NAME 11172 ave 


REGARDING: 


States that the refusal of Egypt to recognize King Ibn Saud 
was caused by the refusal of King Ibn Saud to permit te 
Egyptian Holy Carpet to be ac:ompanied by troops and bends. 


Wi 


¢/79Orv ° 3068 


i hewe the hener tc exclave © prose elipping 
fren the BONPTiAS DLETTE of damacy 9%, 1981, regwodectr.: 
fwen the All-feted Ai AMAR (LAdepal-Oonstiteticntiot), 
which wae euppresest enortly terenrter, an article entitles 
ROTST AMD THR HidAL eentaiaie.g internsting cement om the 
nohy carpet 4iffienlty which las disturbed the pelations 
detwoun the two ceuntrhes since the advent te power of 
Rn Saat. 

Fe wilh de peetlled thet the Rgyptian Government 
hae ever resegnisel Ike Seed oe the Xtng ef the Eajas, Fejé 

MMs serve 


Deageted Be. a 
ae 
and ite Dependencies ené het the refesn] @ the pert of Dn 
faut te Jerske the Egyptian ely carpet te be cooenpentel ly 
treeps snd bende ot the tine ef the eumml pilgrimages te seen 
felleving the feast ef Baiven hee been adduced ce the enuse 
ef the ¢isarreeumt. 

I weve bem given resem te believe fro. sarreen 
whieh I regerd as very well~inferned tint the difficulty 
with regard te the Nohy Carpet me dem and is being used by 
the *pyptien Severna’ ae ap enouse for net estadlishing 
regsier relatiens with the Ainghes ef the Hajea, tej4 md 
its Pepentencies and that there is therefore emeiderable 
weth in the covemt onde in the closed press clipping tet 
“Kgypt te undesirous of cening to an wderetanding si the 
Hejae". 

ay inferunat, ae igyptian ‘cslea, was lesthe to 
@heeuse the audject at ai) but frou the hints tavrem ost ty 
him } gathered thet there ie littic teseiiate preapest of the 
regeleavieettion of the velatiane betrem the we states «4 
timt the sbetacle to the initiaticn of relations relly lies 
with Mie Majesty king Fused whe is bent om saserting *)° 
primey ancenget Jesles rulers and whe cherishes « resentaent 
towards Im “aud fer taet ruler’s independence end failure 
to shear avy indieation ef secep@liang the role te which ting 
Puad aepiree. 

Fron certain very velled remeks which w iafer- 
nent let fli, tneluding the enphasic unieh he pleased upon 
the impertence of the chetrele standing fn the wey of the 
esteblisha-nt ef full ciplemtic releticnas betrom the tre 
etentrize eed bie expression of epinion thet such ertebdliah- 
meng wae 8 very renete me of the fuetare, I de net believe it 


Rensace 


Beapetsh Be. €7. 
de 
@ Sap sSevehed reeecutim thet Ling Yund any sapire to the 
Caliphate. uci werd enly be the placing of « formal simp 
ef reeegnition an the part of Nesles camtrics cf the agpira- 
ticms direetly attriluted to hin of being resemised cs 
iret eneng Yesles rulers. 

King Pued fe well mewn as being extremely anbi- 
tious. Since the passing of the Galiphete fron Turkey end 
the inmeugaretion ef refuses in tint comtey which mve tended 
eo trensferm 1¢ fren a “eslen country te 4 country whese faces 
fe tuned tewardce western civilisation and western oul ture, 
bgypté.me have eose to feel aere «end more the importance of 
tgypt*e pesition aamg “eslen countries. ‘Such aspirations 
as iing Pued any emeciwebly entermin, therefore, in the 
mateer ef the Galiphete aight be emaidered as « neawural 
cuhgy orth of the fesling entertained on the part ef Igyptien 
weelens ef Rgypt's position aueng “oslen uationae. 

IT do net prepese to disouse the fersibility of the 
falfilleet of any possible aepirations ef euch & claracter 
om the part of the King which would have to take inte acooumt 
bie elieneticn ef certain very appresiabic sections of 
pablie epinien in Egypt wy the strong aanner in whieh he ms 
withetec€ the NaN and the (ineral-Constituti-nalists, ner 
ée I pgrepese te discuss here the exnpediang of ouch offerte 
ee might be mée on the part of King Pund te be reseguised 
ag the G@ligh in view of Igypt’s pesitian in reapest te trent 
Rebtain. The latter subject has bem twiefly alluded to 
om page 6 of uy predecceser*s deapateh He. 871 of April 0, 
1980. 

The infewuaticn whieh I mmve bem able te cbtain 

A@eccscee 


Deagetah Fo. BF. 
oe 


Se of tes tensens © charncter te Suntity extented sponte 
thon, bab I hawe SoS Gant the Depayteest wight find the 
ouggesticas I bmve éeiaced from the slender evidence at ‘and 
of ome peesible interest. 


Reapestfully years, 


We Ko damiine. 
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NGYPT AND “RHE HEDJAZ 


THE HOLY 
CARPET DIFFICULTY 


—_ 


SHOULD TROOPS ACCOMPANY IT? 


In i leading article entitled ““Keypt 
and the THedjaz’’? Al Ahrar el Dusturs- 
youn says :— | 

“Tn its vesterday’s issue Al-Ahram stat- 


ed: — 


“The Government of the ‘Hedjaz — con- 
siders that it cannot change its previous 
position with regard to the question of the | 
Egyptian Mahinal (Holy Carpet). It insists 
that the practice followed for SOQ) years | 
viz: that the Egyptian Mahmal should be | 
-accompanied by Egyptian troops and bands, 
must be discontinued. It seems. on the 
other hand, that the Egyptian Government: 
considers that it cannot approve that the 
Hedjaz Government alone should give a 
decision with regard to this question.’ 


“According to the ahove statement the 
situation has become worse than before. 
It was the practice that the Holy Carpet, 
the Mahmal and the money of the Hara- | 
mein (the two Holy Shrines at Meeca ani 
Medina) should he accompanied by an 
Kevplian military force with its flags 
und bands. — This was the practice at the 
time! when both EKeypt and the MWedjaz 
owed allegiance to the Ottoman Kimpire 
although Hgypt's status was nearer to in- 
dependence ‘than dhat of the Hedjaz. 
Owing to the tact that public security | 
was then almost non-existent in the TTed- 
iaz ind also owing to the fact that even 
Tutkish troops in the MHedjaz ised to rol 
and attack pilgrims it was inevitable for 
hievpt to send a military force with the 
keyptian Mahmal for proteetion piu- 
poses. But, now the situation has chang 
ed. The Hedjaz, like Kgypt, has be- 
come an independent sovereign State and | 
public peace and order now reign through- 
out the country. , There is therefore ne 
longer any need tor troops of any cowitry 
t. go to the Hedjaz to protect the Mahmal 
and the Holy ‘Carpet, for this no doubt 
constitutes an attack on the independence 
ond sovereignty of the Hedjaz. Obviously 
there is net an independent Government 
in the world whieh would allow a foreign 
wiiTitary foree to enter its country to pro- 
tec} and guard a present or a gift sent to 
it.  Keypt’s insistence on sending a mi- 
litary force and bands is clearly ungjustt- 
fiable. Such insistence tadicates that 
Mevpt is undesirous of coming to an un: 
derstanding with the Hedjaz. 

‘With reference to the Mahmal itself. 
regardless of the military foree und bands, 
in our belief this Mahmal can easily he 
abandoned.» for it is only an appearance 








Lwhich is of no importance. = What is 


f 


mmoportant is the Al-Arstwa (.e. the Holy 
Carpet) which is sent every year to the 
sacred Kaaba (i.e. the sanctuary, of Mee- 
ea, of the Shlack stone,’ the centre former 
ly of pagan, mow of Islamie worship.» 
We do not think that the Hedjaz Govern- 
ment would raise any objection to the 
Al-Aiswa heiug sent from Egypt to the 
Hesljaz according to the traditional 
custom. For the Al-Aiswa is for the 
svered Kaaba and the latter is for all the 
Moslems in ithe world and not ‘for thi 
Hedjazians and Nejdians alone. Had thy 
matter heen confined to the Al-Avsira we 
ave sure the Hedjaz Government would 
have no objection to raise. 

“The last part of Al-cdhran’s state- 
ment referred to.above, arrests one's at- 
tention. (The question as put by stl 
Abram is not understood, As we hove 
pointed out above the Hedjnz is exactly 
as independent aus Eeypt. So the THedraz 
Adovernment is free to aceept or refuse 
anything im its country and with'n jis 
rights and no other Power can dictate its 
will te it. As regards the question of 
the Mahmal, cither an agreement can be 
reached in respect of it or not, Tf an 
agreement is possible it would be well and 
good and there would be no dictation 
from one side to the other but if a settle- 
ment is not possible the question “yould 
stand where it is now. For the Mahmal 
ix not one of the principles of religion or 
cue of the essentialities of pilgrimage. 11 
ix only a practice and there is nothing to 
prevent this practice from being discon- 
linued owing to the new conditions. ht 
is to be feared, however that /-Ad ren’ s 
stotement may mean that there is an 
iden of referring the matter toa Moslem 
conference fo be held for this’ purpose. 
The holding of such a conference, if such 


Despateh Bo. oT 


ee 
Nn 


ees 


wn idea teally exists, would be‘a farce. 
for the question qnly concerns Egypt 
and the Hedjaz. Both of them ar® equal 
and can settle any difference between 
them without the interference of a third 
ora fourth Government. — It may be well 
do jpoint, out:that most of the [Pslamic 
natrons are unfortunately under the rule 
ov mandate of ‘oreign Powers. Hence 
any conference of this kingl would in fact 
he representing European Governments, 
It would be folly for anyone to think of 
such an idea and it is to be hoped that 
no trace of such an idea exists jn respons 
sible officiak etreles, 

“AJL this, however, is only cone side of 
the main’ difference. ~ Wisdom dictates 
that the original question, namely, the 
acknowledgment of status by one another 
ond agreement between the two Govern: 
ments should be settled. That Epypi 
and the Hedjaz should continue to yefuse 
ts acknowledge seach other's status is a 
matter which calls for astonishment by 
Keyptians aud Hedjazians alike. Ther: 
ix no doubt there are several points of di. 
ference. most of which ave not unknown. 
These points, we believe, eannot be more 
difficult to settle than the points-of di.- 
ference created by the Great War: nor 
can they be more complicated than > 
Keyptian question, It is not to the in- 
terest of Keyvpt that this difference should 
continue to exist. On the contrary the 
religious and economic interests of th. 
fuyptians necessitate that a’ good under 
standing and agreement between Kev 
and the Hedjaz should be reached 2s. 
suickly as possible.” 


. 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 


SEE .790f.90g 9 Pilgrim route/1 §==-s ror... #33. 

FROM ...-¥aq... (.....Sdgan ) DATED Suly 31, 1931 
TO NAME 1 -1127 6 
REGARDING: 


Agreement between Iraq and the Hejaz, Nejd and its Vependencies 


relative to the use of the Najaf-Hail route by pilgrims en route 
to Mecca, 


y/ vOv° 3068 


FROM .=8ypt 
TO 
REGARDING: 


Statement of Ibn Saud that he had no pretensions to the Caliphate. 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 


\ 
FOR ____ #268 
SF Rene SOE (Jardine —_) paATED __.AUg+205 1931 
NAME 1 -1127 


His attitude toward the aspirations of other claimants. 


Wi 
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DOCUMENT FILE ; 


NOTE 
SEE 890.802 Edde, Farid/k FOr 79S eee 
From ...beirut (Steger ) DATED ____! Nov.2l, 1934 
TO NAME 11137 ere 
REGARDING: 


Concession granted to Farid Edde for transportation of pilgrims to 
Moslem holy places from the States of the Levant under French 
Mandate. 


Report on -. Comments on contract and past arrangements for 
transportation of pilgrims. 


Wi 


9/707° A068 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE_.867n.9111/140 FOR ____ Report #103 
FROM Jerusalem (_.__Brent ) DATED ___Feb-21, 1935 
TO NAME ier ove 


REGARDING: 
Pilgrims from Palestine to Mecca. 


Comments on plans being made by -. 


Wi 


L/vOv' +068 


THE HAJ SEASON Pilgrims from Palestine to 
Mecca are already making plans 

for their journey and, judging by the increase in numbers, 

Palestine's prosperity is beginning to show results. The number 

who will make the pilgrimage this year is greatly in excess of . 

last year's exodus. It is reported that 200 will go from 

Tulkarm; 60 from Khan Yunis; and 2vu0 from Gaza. Mmy of these 

have already been inoculated by the Department of Health and 

are arranging their passports. 

Five car companies are to handle the road transport traffic 

of pilgrims to Mecca over the new highway between Iraq and 

Jaudi-Arabia when the pilgrimage starts shortly. 

Pilgrims coming from the Far Fast will be taken over the high- 

way between BassoOrah, Koweit and Medina. Those arriving from 

Irac, Persia, Syria, Palestine and Trans-Jordan will be taken 

from Baghdad to Nejaf and Medina. 

So far the pilgrims who have intimated their intention of using 

this mode of transport are 860 Iraqis, 1,250 Persians, 21v 

\fghanins, 929 Indians, and 470 of other nationalities. 
Palestine fost, January 24, 1935 


JEWISH AFFAIRS 
RE-INTERMENT OF ZIONIST'S ASHES The ashes of Dr. UOsear Kohn, 


German Social Democratic 
leader and a friend of Jewish labor in falestine, have arrived 
in Palestine for interment in the cemetery at Kvuzath Dagania. 

Palestine fost, January 14, 1955 
Comment: Another Jewish leader interred at Dagania 

is Leopold J. Greenberg, editor of the 

London JEWISH CHRONICLE for over twenty- 

five years. 
ROSENBLATT REFUSED VISA Zvi Rosénblatt who, with 
Abraham Stevsky, stood trial 
last year in the Arlosoroff murder case which ended in their 


release/ 
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and Saudi Arabian Finances. 
F 


teh Pilgrimage to Mecca, 1934-35, 





=e ~ 
THE HONORABLE as febs aseaenecndhe 
nHae vrrakhin 
ARY OF STAT 
ae eer : STATE 
35) WASHINGTON 


I have the honor to enclose herewith my transl«tion 
of three articles nich appeared in the Italian monthly 
review "Oriente Moderno® of Rome, concerning the 1954-35 
annual pilgrimage to tne Nohainedan holy places in Seudi 
Arabia, and its importance as a source of income to the 
Saudi Arabian Government. 

The booklet described in the first enclosure w.s 
apparently intended to encourage Mohamedans to make the 
pilgrimage by its assurances that special measures had 


been taken for the comfort and welfare of visitors. The 


30 


author of the article summarize. in the second enclosure 


<P 


who is said to have prepared the article wiile in Saudi |. 

Arabia making the pilgrimage, presents a situation in m=-¥ked 

contrast to that suggested by the booklet mentioned above. 
The value of the statistics quoted in the third 


enclosure is considered ta be doubtful because lure 


ciscrepancies, 


Wa 
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discrepancies, which have been corrected in the enclosure, 
appeared in the total figures given for the three columns. 
Furthermore, the absence of figures for pilgrims from Java 
and Malaya, from which places many of the wealthiest pil- 
grims have always come each year, is striking and unexplained. 
Normally Javanese and Malayan pilgrims would arrive by sea, 
and should be mentioned in the tabulation. 

It is estimated that about 5,c00 pilgrims arrived by 

land for the 1934-35 pilgrimage, and that the total number 
of pilgrims was about 33,000 to 55,000. 


Respectfully yours, 


Pe le 


Leo Callanan 
Amertéan Consul 


ec. 3 transletions from 
*Oriente Moderna", 


File No. 840.4/851/LyJC/aob. 


Encl. No. l. 


Translated from the Italian of "Oriente Moderno" 
for March, 1935. 

A booklet from the presses of the paper Umm al-Qure of 
Mecca contains information for the pilgrimase of this year. 
It is a sort of "Guide for the Pilgrim” and opens with 
a chavter on the pravers of the pilsrimageg the completion 
of a duty prescribed for every “usuiman who cen possibly 
accomplish it, the visit to the places honored by the 
presence of the prophets and those sent by God, especially 
Mohamed, the possibility of toucning the Black Stone and of 
praying at the place of ibraham (near tie Katbah rebuilt by 
Abrahem according to the Koranic tradition), and in places 
where prayer is particularly heeded and to break away, for 
a time, from the vanity of the world and to sive oneself over 
solely to thoughts of God. 

There follow conu:ents on tune complete tranquility and 
security which prevail in tiie 'ejaz and on the abundance and 
reasonable price of the means of sustenance, tiisnks to the 
rains and the good harve:t. 

Communications have been improved; the roads between 
Jecdah and Mecca, Mecca and et-Taif (the summer resort), 
Mecca and Medina, are provided with supply stations for 
automobiles; the prices of transport hav- been fixed in 
such a way that the pilgrims need not fear abuses; com- 
fortable lodgings can be found in houses at Jeddah and 
Mecca, and also in hotels at Jeddah, Mecca and Medina. for 
the comfort of travelers there have been established rest- 
houses on the Jeddah-Mecca and Mecce-Medina roads. 

For the well-being smd peace of the pilgrims surveillance 


committees are provided: 


1) the surveillance 


=-2- 


1) the surveillence committee of Jeddah; 

2) the *wakil” committee of Jeddah; 

3) the pilgrimage commission of Mecca; 

4) the commission of the mutawwif of Mecca; 

5) the commission of the sheikhs of Java at ‘ecca;, 
6) the comnittee of the guides of Mecca. 

The pilerim may also have recourse in every instance to 
the government authorities. 

The *mutawwif" and the sheikhs are persons authorized by 
the government to give their attention to the pilgrims and to 
advise them; their tsr:. fs are fixed. The "mutawwif"™ have 
agents at Jeddah, charged with receiving the pilsrims who 
arrive by sea and accompanying them to Mecca. 

After setting forth tne ritualistic arrangements of the 
pilgrimage, the booklet maxes recommendations of a hygienic 
character: not to expose oneself to the sun's rays with head 
uncovered during the hotter hours; to travel preferably by 
night, or in the early or late hours of the day; to soto 
first aid stations or hospitals when taken ill; to drink 
boiled water if possible; to avoid neavy foods; *9 make use 
of a mosquito net and quinine. 

There are four hospitals and first aid st: tions at 
Mecca; during the pilgrimage nine more are established betveen 
Mecca, Mina and Arafat. 

In view of the general economic crisis passport and 
quarantine fees, the tariffs for porterare, lodving, transport 
and guides have been much reduced this year. 

The distance between Jeddah and “‘ecca, 75 “1ilwetres, is 
accomplished by automobiles in two hours, by caravan in one 
night. From Jeddah to Medina, 450 kilometres, can be done in 


16 hours by automobiles and in 10 days with camels; the road 


from Yanbo 
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from Yanbo to Medina, 250 kilometres, is done by automobile 
in five to six hours and with camels in three days; from 
Mecea to Arafat, 22 kilometres, takes 45 minutes by auto- 
mobile and six hours by camel. 

Maritime communications ure provided by vessels of the - 
Khedivial Company (weekly every Wednesday), Italian vessels 
(fortnightly on Friday) and German vessels (monthly), Other 
weekly and fortnightly lines connect Jeddah with Port Sudan 
and with Eritrea. | 


Ene. No. 2. 


Translated from the Italian "Oriente Moderno" 
for May, 1935, quoting "Al Mugattam" 


Finances of the Hejaz 

Muhyi ed-Din Rida, departed on pilgrimage in the 
Hejaz, sends to the Journal "Al Muqattam" of Cairo information 
on the finances of the Hejaz. The letter is dated from 
Zamzam, April 8th. 

He states that the principal revenues of the Hejaz are 
derived from the customs and the pilgrims; although the 
Governor of the Hejaz. does not publish his balances, it is 
believed that this year 300,000 sterling gold will have been 
collected through pilgrim fees, 200,000 from the customs and 
100,000 from other sources: a total of £600,000 gold. Sha tly 
before the pilgrimage of this year the Government found itself in 
grave financial difficulty and, having need of money, sold at 
@ low price quantities of goods out of customs, seriously 
injuring commerce. 

It may be noted that the entrance tax of the Hejaz, to 
which every pilgrim is subjected, (a tax which corresponds to 
that applied to passports in other countries through Consuls, 
and which here is paid instead in the "‘ejaz port of arrival) 
and the other taxes imposed on pilgrims are very heavy. The 
Government of the Hejaz also must have recognized this, because 
the journal "Umm al-Qura" has announced that they will be 
reduced next year. 

The roads are in bad condition, even tht from Jeddah to 
Medina. The number of automobiles is considerable and the ease 
with which government officials make use of two automobiles each 
is surprising; King Ibn Saud makes a practice of travelling or 


going on a hunt with a cortege of 150 to 200 automobiles. A tin 


of benzine 


-2— 


of benzine costs 75 piastres; a customs tax of 50 piastres 
adds to the price. 

The taxes on property are exorbitant, even for the 
habitations of the poor; sanitation and illumination are 
scarce. 

Officials do not perceive that 60% of their allowances, 
and frequently their salaries, are in arrears for some months. 
Also keotare do not receive their fees regularly, and they are 
actually forbidden to resign. There is cited the case of 
Doctor Abd el-Latif Ahmed el-Muski, who, in order to escape 
from the situation in which he found himself, boarded 4 launch 
with the wife of the British Minister at Jeddah and departed 
for Egypt leaving his wardrobe and belongings. 

Abdullah Philby has large sums ovec him by the sovern- 
ment for the sake of automohiles, of which ie has the exclusive 
importation. 

The Hejaz Government has made many agreements for iaono= 
polies and conce sions: for mininz, for tele raph and tele- 
phone, and for automobiles. Negotiations*are actually 
under way with the "Eastern" company, ovners of the Jeddah- 
Port Sudan cable, with the object of modifying the existine 
agreement, which oblives the Hejaz Government to pay 12,000 
sterling annually to the company. 

It is known, finally, that recently Sheikh Famed Suleiman 
and Khalid el-Qarqani (Gargani, the note. exile from Tripoli) 
have departed for Bahrein in order to negoti: te economic 


agreements with those islands. 


* fhe nev agreement was signed April 17, 19.5 and 


became effective June lst following. (Terms of the 
agreement not available). 


Enc. No. 3. 


From “Oriente Moderno”" for May, 1935, quoting ™ Umm el- 
Qura®,. 


Statistics of Muslim Pilgrims Arriving by Sea. 


The pilgrims arriving this year in Hejaz by sea, ex- 
cluding those who arrived overlend by automobile or other 


means, numbered: 


Adults Minors Total 
Senegalese 30 -- 30 
South Africans 57 2 59 
Zanzibar and the 

African coasts 127 a G- 139 
Arabs 655 24 679 
Turks 119 7 126 
Iragians 170 -- 170 
Palestinians and 

Trans jordanians 1,425 7 1,432 
Syrians 707 11 718 
Indians 10,742 371 LE g dL 
Chinese 222 A 223 
Bukharans and. 

Turkestanians 502 21 525 
Sudanese (central) 804 75 879 
From Persian Gulf 37 2 39 
Egyptian §,223 138 5,561 
North Africans 2,827 53 2,880 

(except Egyptians) 

Sudanese 845 2 866 
Japanese y -- 4 
Hungarian 1 -- 1 
English 2 -- 2 
Somalis 37 ad 37 
Abyssinians 29 -- 29 
From Aden & Hadra- 

maut 280 os 284 
Yemenites 487 4 491 
Iranians 1,052 1l 1,063 
Serbians 42 10 52 
Albanians +1 “= 11 











TOTAL..... 26,487 774 27,261 
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FROM ....Bgyph. (.... Childs ) DATED _#0ril 14, 1936 > 
TO 1—11 ere © 
NAME aT ph 

~ 
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REGARDING: 
Strained relations between Saudi arabia and Egypt due to pretensions 
of King Fuad to the Caliphate and the Holy Carpet incident. 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
SEE__.783.90f/8 5 _ FOR __.. #63200 
FROM _.Baypt (Fish ) DATED Mey 11, 1956 . 
TO NAME 1—1137 eve 


REGARDING: 
Treaty of Friendship between Egypt and Saudi Arabia provides for 


the facilitation of the performance of Moslem pilgrimages on the 
part of Egyptian subjects by King Ibn Saud and grants permission 
to the Egyptian Government to carry out repairs to the two 

Holy Moslem Shrines and their appurtenances. 


Wi 
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DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
Pe Oo ek Se .. FOR ...... ) | TTT 
FROM -Beypt (...Childs ) DATED Nov.25, 1936 
TO NAME 1—1137 ave 
REGARDING: 


Agreement between Egypt and Saudi arabia concerning collection 


of the Wakfs in Egypt for the benefit of the holy places 
of Arabia. 


11/ vOv* 3068 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 
see. 883.00/964 some FOR ._.... #933 
la 7 °°) er ree (....4490..............) DATED Feb.12,1957 
TO NAME 11127 ove 


REGARDING: The sending of the Mahmal, or Sacred Carpet, from Cairo 
to Mecca, 
During past two weeks there hes been strong manifestation of 
sympathy for Saudi Arabia in connection with the --, 
accompanied by 8,000 Egyptians who are making the pilgrimage 
to the holy Moslem shrines this year. Egyptian Government 
has made a donation of L.E, 22,000 to be used for buying 
wheat and barley to be distributed to inhabitants of the 
Hedjaz. For first time since 1924, the money collected by 
Egyptien Ministry of Wakfs from endownments left by deceased 
“gyptians for support of holy Moslem places will he used 
this year for purpose intended, 


lec 
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SEE 867n. 00/440 


TO 


REGARDING: 


DOCUMENT FILE 


NOTE 


S1i/ vOv° A068 


Visit to Mecca of Haj amin Effendi el-Husseini, Mufti of Jerusalem 


and President of the arab Higher Committee, to take part in 
annual Pilgrimmage ceremonies. Possible Moslem conference on 


political questions. 
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I have the honor to report that the participation 
of Egypt in the annual pilgrimage to Mecca was carried 
on as usual this year except that the mahmal, or camel 
litter, was not despatched. According to official figures 
issued in the Hejaz and published here, over 65,000 pil- 
grims visited the holy city. Of these 10,000 came from 
Egypt, 16,000 from Java and Malaya, and 15,000 from 
Indias 
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In Egypt, the Government decided not to send the 
mahmal to Mecca any longer, thus interrupting a custom 
established many years ago. The decision is a result 
of the treaty between Egypt and Saudi Arabia signed 
last year, in which it was provided that the mahmal 
and its military escort should not proceed beyond Jidda. 
Last year, therefore, when the Emir el Hagg traveled 
with the mahmal, the latter remained at Jidda. When 
this became known, several members of Parliament 
pointed out that there was no use in sending the mahmal 
at all if it never went beyond Jidda, and to this the 
Government agreed. The kiswa, or sacred carpet to 
cover the ka'ba, was however sent as usual. 

The Amir el Hagg appointed this year for the Egyp- 
tian pilgrims was Lewa Aly Fa | Pasha, Minister of 
War in Nahas Pasha's third cabinet. He received L.E. 200 
for traveling expenses and the same amount additionally 
as a representation cLiewnes, 

An imposing official ceremony took place at 
Abbassia on January 27 as a send-off of the Egyptian 
portion of the pilgrimage. The mahmal has the shape of 
an oriental tent, a pointed dome over straight sides 
with minaret-like knobs of gold-gilt at the sides. 

The camel bearing it was gaily decorated, together with 
six others, which in former days whenthe entire jour- 
ney was made by camel, were used as veliefs. This year 
they were ridden by musicians playing native reed in- 
struments. 


At the ceremony, King Farouk was represented by 


Prince 


wien 


Prince Mohamed Aly, who was accompanied by the Prime 
Minister. As the camel moved off, the Prince formally 
handed over the mahmal to the Amir el Hagg, and asked 
the latter to convey a letter to King Ibn Sa'ud from 
King Farouk. The kiswa then followed, a huge carpet 
of black silk having gold and silver embroidery and 
Arabic inscriptions. It is in nine pieces, and con- 
tains gold and silver in its embroidery worth ¢30,000. 
The center is woven with an inscription stating that 
the kiswa is a present from His Majesty King Farouk 

to the Ka'ba during the reign of His Majesty King Abdel 
Aziz Ibn Sa'ud. 

Following these religious or quasi-religious ob- 
jects came a parade of Egyptian cavalry, whippet tanks, 
motorcycles, artillery, searchlights, pontoons, and 
infantry. 

The first lot of pilgrims to reach Tor quarantine 
station on the return journey arrived about February 
20th. It is reported that their state of health has 
been excellent. The arrangements there were supervised 
personally by Major Gilmour, President of the Inter- 
national Quarantine Board and by Dr. Haridi, Director 
of the Tor station. 

According to news with a Jidda date-line, the 
Malayan pilgrims were particularly well looked after 
this year. The Malayan Government, it is said, super- 
vised the collection and distribution of sums to assist 
poor pilgrims, and granted leave to any Government 


official to make the pilgrimage, which might be extended 


to 


wtikine 


to six months. The Malayan Government also sent an 
official to the Hejaz to advise pilgrims, to keep 
watch of concessionaires and hangers-on, to look 
after i111 pilgrims, and to repatriate those who were 


without funds. 
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Efforts of the Moslems to reestablish the Caliphate: 


Newspaper articles concerning - . 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 
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Tumis, Tunisia, August 9, 1959. 


Further Gomments Regarding the iuestiaon of a 
SBIECT! § galteh of Islan. 


Sa: 
I have the homer to refer to ny despetech No.170 Geted June 7, 


1989 (eerveet date July 7, 19899), entitled “The Mediterrancen 
Problem anf the Keslen Influence,” and in particular to refer te 
the peregraph om page 4 of the despateh whieh reads as folicus: 


ao fer witheut success. This hes likewise 
retarded the movement to wiify the voulens.”" 


Pages & ema 5 of the third enelesure (Translation from ia 
umisie Frengaise, Tunis, Tunisie, Juse 7, 1988) of the despateh 
describe the offerte of the Moslems te reestablieh the Caliphate. 

Lé PeTIT RATIN, of Tunia, Pumisia, dated July 89, 1950, 
refers to ah artiele im Li PRTIT PARISIEN, of Pavis, regarding the 
Moslem offerte te reestabliah the Galiphate anid to the desire of 
certain Neslem leaders te beceme Galiph, the newspaper's comments 
resulting from rumors that Iba Seoul, King of Nedjes, has been in 
converention with Reichsfubrer Hitler of Germany, presumably in 
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enudlesures te @eareteh Be.190 end further indicate 


The above ccurents by the newspaper supplement tee information 


that the reectabliiahwment of the Galiphate is feremest in the minds 


of Meoalem leaders of today. 
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Washingtone 


I have the honor to report that although a London press item 
reported here from a Ministry of Information bulletin states that 
this (Moslem) year's pilgrimage will be affected by the interna- 
tional situation, and that the Government of India has warned its 
prospective pilgrims that no sailings from Indian ports to Jeddah 
will be available, the Egyptian Cabinet has now decided to lend 


all assistance possible to Egyptian pilgrims desiring to proceed 
to Arabias 
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The coming pilgrimage month (Dinti-l~Haggah) falls in the period 
Jenuary 11 - February &, 1940, as reported in my telegram noe 76 of 
July 14, 10 aeme, 1939, relative to presenting letters of credence 
to the King of Saudi Arabia. The Egyptian Council of Ministers 
held a meeting on October 2, in which it was reportedly decided that 
the usual facilities would be made available to Egyptians wishing to 
travel to Mecca, end that appropriate instructions had been issued 
to the Quarantine Boarde Measures were also discussed for safe=- 


guarding pilgrims in the event of war breaking out in the Mediter- 


raneane 
Respectfully yours, 
ert Fish 
In triplicate | 
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